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Pharthugal, a giant, is a character from a
traditional S'ghaw Karen story.



m:aeooSo'} QP PCOUN ?§8§8§, :ﬁﬁm BB <ﬁ<ﬁo$cm8§qm<§or}n m:aeooSc}eg:or}cﬁg) mcﬁe\‘}cm:qps ESGG\SG\?_ msgm}:mqgcogm
en[mdfmoned memiceiom n[303:08 B8[MmE:fgEconafredlddop:ioncin “un... meeieerim [a}[:dcum
0 p30nS0r0dqid$r3 peap[3:”ed mbeunacdodedled Jrgbfazoredn
It was said that his mother was pregnant with Pharthugal for exactly 7 years and 7 months. People from the

entire village came to see how the child would turn out on the day Pharthugal was born. The baby was so big that
even the floor of the house broke. "Oh... the baby is so big. He is a handsome boy." the neighbors commented.
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Pharthugal did not feel full with the milk his
mother breastfeeds him. Only when he was
fed with rice and curry, that adults eat, that
he feels contented. His mother also makes
traditional Karen snack called "May To Pe"
during harvest time for glutinous rice.
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Pharthugal ate a lot of food and became a
very strong child. The story of Pharthugal
became the talk of the village. "His mother
was pregnant with him for 7 years and 7
months. It is impossible for a normal person
to grow up to his age," people whispered.
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Early in the morning, while Phathugal was still sleeping,
his father took him into the forest. He dropped
Pharthugal under a big tree in the forest and quietly
returned home. His father came back crying.
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When it was getting dark, Phathugal came

back home. Phathugal's parents were happy,

but the villagers were more worried. They began to
say, "How can a normal child come back from the
forest alone?"
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They pressured Pharthugal's parents again. "He is
no longer a child. He must be an ogre. At some point,
he will cause trouble in the village," the villagers
said. They asked the parents to kill him. How

could parents kill their own child? So, the villagers
themselves decided on the fate of Pharthugal.
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They called Pharthugal to go to the forest to cut
firewood. They asked him to wait under a big tree
while some villagers cut down the tree from the other
side hoping it will hit Pharthugal. They fried to kill
Pharthugal who knew nothing of what was happening.
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As for Pharthugal, not only did he not get hit by the tree, but he returned to the village carrying the big tree,

and even the villagers could not catch up with him. Arriving in the village, Pharthugal cut the big tree into pieces

and took it to the village elders’ house. The senior villagers prayed for a long and healthy life for Pharthugal.
However, some villagers are still afraid of him.
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Pharthugal also took on the responsibility
of searching for the necessary fruits and
vegetables in the forest for the elderly. One
day when he came to the forest, Pharthugal
heard a girl calling for help.

Help!...Help!
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When he followed the sound, he saw a very
big snake trying to eat a young girl.
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Pharthugal was not afraid of the snake, instead,
he threw a big stone at it, punched, kicked,
grabbed its tail, waved it, and threw it far away.
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The young girl was very grateful. She

is a girl from the village of Pharthugal.

Her family is one of the families who

was afraid of Pharthugal’s strength.

Now, they realize that the girl's life has

been saved only because of Pharthugal's
strength and his desire to help.
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Due to his strength and bravery, the villagers no
longer fear Pharthugal. They have come to realize

that physical strength can be helpful and valuable
when used properly.
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Questions for kids
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Tell me about the personality and skills
of Pharthugal.
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Why did the villagers initially hate
Pharthugal? What do you think of
their attitude and behaviour toward
Pharthugal?
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Why did they finally like or
appreciate about Pharthugal?
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How can physical strength be
used to the advantage of the
community? What can villagers
do to support individuals like
Pharthugal to be a good person
and community member?
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